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Members Present:  Charleen Smith, Dr. Speer, Dr. Osaro, Jean Morgan 
 
     Others Present:  Bob  Summers,  Christine  Christiansen,  Sly  Manlove,  Dee  Tipton, Mary  Lou   
                                Hinrichsen, Kristin Huisenga, Chance Kness, Jean Rasmussan, John Staszewski                                  
 
     Board of Health Chairperson, Charleen Smith, called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.  
 
     Approval of minutes for February 5, 2009, meeting; Dr. Osaro moved to accept the minutes; Dr. 
Speer seconded the motion; all members present were in favor; motion carried; everyone nominated 
Charleen to be chairperson and Dr. Speer to be vice-chair; all present were in favor; motions carried.  
      
     FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Charleen said the total BOH budget was never approved officially by 
the BOH so they need to do that now; Drs. Speer & Osaro moved to accept the BOH budget for 
FY'10; all present were in favor; motion carried. Charleen named herself and Dr. Speer for the 
Finance committee, herself and Dr. Osaro for the personnel committee and (for now until someone 
else is put on the BOH) herself and Jean for the Total Quality Management committee.  
 
     PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  Discussed Dr. Osaro getting a stipend for serving as County 
Medical Officer to the BOH; Dr. Speer moved to give him the stipend of $500 per month; Jean 
seconded the motion; all present were in favor; motion carried. 
 
     TOTAL QUALITY MANAGEMENT:  Nothing to report. 
 
     ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: Bob said the legislation that was going to approve the 
mandatory septic inspections for real estate transfers will most likely be delayed a year, so that will 
have an effect on our budget, he was expecting to get a boost in permit fees from that, the 
Legislators need to act on this by tomorrow's session but the Association of Realtor's lobbyists got in 
some amendments that they wanted tied to it and they felt with the added amendments and the 
time frame wouldn't allow time to get everybody certified to do the work by July 1st, so that possibly 
will delay that until July of 2010; Dr. Speer asked Bob how it was going on trying to get the BOS to 
set aside money each year for the car; Bob said Eric has been kept pretty busy lately but he assured 
him that the would get it done, they have until Dec. to get things set up; Dr. Speer moved to accept 
the Sanitarians budget for FY'10; Dr. Osaro seconded the motion; all present were in favor; motion 
carried. 
 
 



     GENESIS VNA & HOSPICE:  Dee Tipton does the lead home inspections for Genesis VNA, she 
thanked the BOH for the monetary amount they provide to help with their outreach to all the lead 
poisoned children in the county, Iowa continues to be four times greater than the national average 
on lead poisoned children due to the fact that the rural communities live in older homes, they've 
gotten the doctors and public health/WIC/immunization clinics on board and average about a 
hundred blood tests a month altogether, they did have a child hospitalized due to the high blood 
level, she's been doing everything she can to see that the family gets the funds and help to get the 
remediation done so that the child can come back into the home, Michele continues to work with the 
Clinton County Emergency Preparedness, as well as their mock disaster, every time they thought they 
were doing good they'd get a phone call saying something happened somewhere else, they have 
their breast and cervical cancer program and wisewoman program, and take advantage of the Komen 
grant to support the outreach for these grants; some discussion on lead in the homes and the 
clusters where most are found, typically rental houses, they can't go into homes unless the parents 
have a child tested and that child is found to have high lead levels; Dee said it's mandated that 
children be tested before they go into kindergarten, this is considered to be a brain injury when these 
neurons are being retarded and are not able to grow, so that's why you're not seeing the symptoms 
until they're going into kindergarten, we also have the AEA come in and do an evaluation provided to 
the family free of charge, we try to follow up not only with the child but with the remediation in the 
home. 
    
      WOMEN’S HEALTH SERVICES:  Syl thanked the BOH for the HIV program support, we're on 
our second year for that, that program is a collaboration with Community Health Center and the 
Virology Center in Davenport, they send us an RN who is a specialist in HIV training, she comes up 
once a month to our facility and provides testing to patients free of charge, they sign up or call into 
our office and give their first names and their phone number and then show up on the day that she 
will be here, for 2008 they ran from January through July and had over 120 people sign up for the 
program and about 90 people showed up for that to actually be tested, that at that time in July they 
had a switch over in their staffing, the gal who was doing the program relocated to Illinois so they 
were without someone to do the HIV program until probably November, the person they hired had to 
be trained so it was February before they were able to have their HIV clinic in Clinton, so for 
February and March we've had 50 people sign out and had about 30 or so people show up for that 
testing again, the cost is approximately $20 to $25 per patient and that covers their charge of the 
cost to do the exam, the cost for the RN to drive from Davenport and their staffing at each of the 
facilities, it's a great program, they're getting the word out with flyers, leave them out at a lot of 
different agencies, call people who don't show up and try to get them in for the next clinic, clinics are 
held on the last Thurs. of the month, no charge to patient "confidential and free", a lot of their clients 
are "at risk"- using drugs, alcohol and having multiple partners, so it's more important to test them; 
discussion need a list of dates clinics are, need to advertise about the importance of being tested and 
the places they can get this done and to know it is confidential and free, a lot of people would rather 
go to places when they aren't known, also staying around for the results, if positive then they have to 
be tracked down; Sly said they are in a statewide "Iowa infertility Prevention Project", they are a Title 
10 clinic that tests for gonorrhea, chlamydia, etc. and get the screening supplies free so they can see 
a lot of people with that and they do track people, they also have the "Expedited Partner's Therapy" 
which is if a woman came in and tests positive for an STD then we can give her the medication to 
take to her partner, so it's another way of trying to reach that other person without them coming in 
so that's working out well too, there's a lot of different avenues but it's basically getting people to 
come in and get the testing done, do both male and female testing; Jean Morgan said they also need 
to do that and pregnancy testing on a routine basis.  
 
     HILLCREST/WIC:  Nothing to report. 
 
 



     CLINTON SCHOOLS:  Nothing to report. 
 
     MENTAL HEALTH/BRIGEVIEW:  Christine Christiansen said she's the community educator, as 
this she does a lot of education in a lot of different areas, she also contracts to the Department of 
Corrections doing a batterer's education program for men and women and she coordinates the 
women's group, at Bridgeview she's started a new program called "Becoming a Love & Logic Parent", 
she takes 10 to 15 people per class and she's been full with every one, she's taught four classes 
already and she has an upcoming Spanish speaking class, so if you have any referrals she be happy 
to take them, also the Camanche School District has asked her to teach 4 yr. olds to 1st grade on 
"Love & Logic" for the parents, she needs to go to Denver, Co. to be trained so that she has 
credentials to teach it, she also gets referrals from the courts, they're looking at sending parents, 
instead of fining them for truancy, sending them to the parenting classes through "Love & Logic", she 
thinks that would work better. 
      
     EMPOWERMENT/DECAT:  Nothing to report. 
 
     COMMUNITY ACTION OF EASTERN IOWA/ CHORE:  Nothing to report. 
 
     NEW DIRECTIONS: Christine discussed the prescription drug conference next Tuesday, April 
14th, 3 part day, 1st part is for people dealing with the prescription drug monitoring program, during 
the main part of the day is going to be more of a professional conference, and then in the evening 
they're having a family forum and the BOH is one of the supporters, if you haven't already you can 
still register, they have 189 people registered for the main part of the conference coming from as far 
away as Nebraska all the way over into Illinois, there is really a desire to learn more about this issue; 
Charleen said a week ago they had the Dept. of Endangered Children workshop also on that, it was 
interesting but depressing at the amount of kids out there that are so abused, it was very 
informative; Charleen also mentioned that she wanted the people to know that she had agreed for 
the BOH to be one of the sponsors for this OTC drug abuse workshop because she felt it was 
important for the public to know they we are doing something. 
 
     EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Chance said when they had that public health exercise he was 
out of town, discussed the exercise design group who met again at least once since the last BOH 
meeting, they're planning a functional exercise hopefully during their normal CCEPAP (Clinton County 
Emergency Planning & Preparedness) time in September, but they'll be sending out notifications of 
that hopefully soon, they're still making sure they have the proper facilities and everything for that, 
he's anxious to get that done and that hopes it will be a good experience for everyone, and hopes 
within the next year they'll be able to take that experience and maybe work it to the level of a full 
scale exercise, and today, tomorrow and Wednesday of next week he'll be traveling throughout the 
county trying to figure out exactly where to put the sirens that they're going to start installing next 
July, where to put them and where to get the power to run them.  
 
    NEW BUSINESS:  Jean Regenwether from the Clinton Humane Society said last year they saw a 
huge increase in bite cases from dangerous and vicious dogs at their facility, they are a humane 
society not a animal control agency, she started to do some research by contacting the state, the city 
and county governments for the requirement in holding these animals at a facility and how they can 
contain them, there is a danger of exposure to rabies if they have a rabid dog, last year they took in 
40 bite cases, they have two isolation kennels, this started because they are in contract discussion 
with the city of Clinton, they're starting to be concerned for their staff and for the other animals they 
are holding, she talked to Des Moines, the Veterinarian Board, and all the governing agencies and the 
BOH to see about the specifications for the isolation cages but no one can find those specifications 
any longer, they want to be sure that they are following the correct guidelines, they know that these 
animals can't have any public contact, the fencing and wiring have to be a certain criteria, some of it 



is in the City of Clinton Ordinance but  she's coming to the BOH to see if there's something they want 
to address, as a facility they are going to have to make some changes regarding the county and she 
will have to approach the Co. BOS, Sheriff's dept., and the other small agencies they do business 
with, this year they have already had 3 dogs that came in with no owner that they had to send the 
dog off for testing, they also incur the cost if there's no owner available, this past weekend they had 
a very dangerous situation in the facility when she was at home on Saturday, the staff called her 
about 3:45, the owner turned the dog in because it had bitten a member of the family, it had no 
vaccinations, no health records, etc., it was a very serious bite, there are no veterinarians that will 
handle emergencies, when the dog came to the facility it was injured, the owner caused that injury 
by trying to get the dog off the person it had attacked, here they had a duel situation, the dog was 
bleeding from the mouth and the nose but they couldn't touch it, she couldn't leave it in the kennel 
for 48 hrs. until Monday, they couldn't get a vet who is an emergency vet, but the dog needed to be 
treated to be humane, and it could have been rabid, it turned out fine because they ended up going 
to Morrison where they got the help needed, but the reason she's bringing this awareness to the BOH 
is Clinton Humane Society is listed as the designated shelter for bite cases, they are going to have 
remove themselves from some of it and put on some restrictions, as a non-profit agency there are 
some costs they can't incur any more, there are three trained staff (two animal care specialists and 
herself) that can handle dogs of such nature, the animal control agencies have special cages and 
special areas for these types of animals or a true isolation area they don't, so she was asked to come 
and explain this, it's something that the BOH and the community need to be aware of and you need 
to talk to the veterinarians and see if there are other facilities that will take in bite cases, they have 
been handling some truly vicious animals lately and it's very scary; Bob said he'd like to give the BOH 
a brief summary on how we (at the Health Dept.) handle this, we have animal bite cards that we 
provide to  the sheriff's department, deputies have them, the local police departments and all the ERs 
and doctor's facilities have them, when they get a bite case that comes through their agencies then 
they send the card back to us with the name of the victim, animal owner, and contact information, 
we don't get a lot of cases from Clinton because they have the Humane Society that has an animal 
control officer who handles these type of cases, but we handle the cases out in the county, as soon 
as we receive a card we contact the animal owner and inform them of the confinement rules: to keep 
the animal confined so that it can't escape or run away (and usually the officer will inform them of 
that), usually the owners can confine the animal themselves but in extreme cases (if the individual 
can't confine the animal or the animal is vicious) we contact the Humane Society or a city that has a 
place to impound the animal, if the dog is not current on it's rabies vaccine then we inform them they 
have to become current as soon as the confinement period is up, then they have to notify us 
with the verification of having that done, we always required that they either send or bring us with 
an copy from the vet that shows the animal's name and that they are current so we have that for our 
records, these are kept on file at our office, once in a while we'll get resistance or just never hear 
back from the people, we'll send them a couple notices and if we don't hear back from them then we 
turn it over to the County Attorney, who sends them a letter telling them that they can either deal 
with Bob or with him and that usually is all we have to do, we have a problem with cats, 90%  of the 
time it's a stray and nobody has any idea where it is and the owners are not required to have cats 
vaccinated for rabies, we have a few cases of wild animals (bats/squirrels) but in those cases most of 
the time the people actually have the animal (sometimes caught or killed it), we explain they can 
have the head removed by a vet and sent off for testing but that's at the owner expense, if it is an 
extreme case the Board of Health may have to pay the fee for this, the sheriff's dept. are good about 
helping us with them; some discussion on strays, farm dogs, bats, etc. 
 
     OLD BUSINESS:  Nothing to report. 
     
     BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:  John said the BOH budget had been approved by the BOS. 
 



     OTHER:  Charleen announced that they are looking for someone to be on the BOH to take Dr. 
York's place; people don't have to be in the medical field to be on the BOH, if anyone is interested 
contact Lynn Tibbits at the BOS. There was no other business to discuss so the next meeting date 
was set for June 4, 2009, at the Administration Building, Supervisor's Room "B" at 7:30 a.m. 
 
     Dr. Speer moved to adjourn the meeting; Dr. Osaro seconded the motion; all members present 
were in favor; motion carried.  
 
     Meeting ended at 8:30 a.m.  
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