
CLINTON/JACKSON EMPOWERMENT BOARD MEETING 
February 22, 2010 

DeWitt, Iowa 
 
Board Members Present: Jill Davisson, Lori Frick, Rev. Lynn Thiede, Lynn Bell, Pat Henricksen, Linda Hledik, Tom Parker, 
Linda Nudd, Cheryl Curl, Karen Breitbach, and Jenny Kreiter, Coordinator 
 
Board Members Excused: Pat Hendrickson, Charleen Smith, Sr. Shirley Steines, Tara Michel, Jack Willey, Scott Hobart 
 
Guests: Sheila Busch 
 
Quorum having been established, Jill Davisson called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 
 
Review of 1-25-10 Minutes 
Pat Henricksen moved that the minutes be approved as printed. Linda Nudd seconded. Motion carried. 
 
2010 Budget 
Jenny presented the 2010 budget, giving a brief overview. Rev. Thiede moved to approve the budget as reviewed. Lori 
Frick seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Preschool Scholarship Meeting with Providers 
Jenny presented a copy of the minutes of the above meeting to the Board. A copy is also attached to these minutes. 
Jenny went over the purpose of the meeting, which was to inform the preschool providers of issues facing the funding 
process through Empowerment and to take their feedback and suggestions back to the Board. Also included is 
information about the existing procedures for qualifying for a preschool scholarship and various statistics regarding 
amounts charged by preschools in Clinton and Jackson Counties. Extensive discussion followed. 
 
Funding for special needs children was discussed. It was determined that this is a complicated issue and that  further 
clarification from the State will be needed.  
 
Determining a standard rate of pay for the preschools will be a challenge due to different ages of the children and how 
many days they attend school. When our carve-outs are received, Jenny will provide this information to the board. We 
will also set up another meeting with the preschool providers. 
 
Tom Parker indicated he has already noticed a positive outcome as a result of preschool attendance. The children 
display an improvement in readiness for school and they are better socialized. 
 
Lutheran Services in Iowa 
Representatives from LSI will address the Board at the March 29, 2010, Board meeting. Budget will be the topic, not 
services. 
 
Letters of Support for the Voluntary Four-Year-Old Preschool Grant 
Andrew School District, Cal/Wheat School District and Northeast School District have requested the Board submit letters 
of support for the above. Tom Parker moved that Jill Davisson sign and submit letters supporting this action. Cheryl Curl 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 



Sign-up for Board Site Visits 
Forms were distributed for members to sign up for April site visits. It was suggested that these visits take the place of 
the usual Board meeting for that month. Members were asked to email Jenny when their site choices and dates were 
firmed up. 
 
Legislative Update 
Jenny indicated there was no new information and she will continue to send emails when new updates become 
available. 
 
Executive Committee 2009 Annual Report Review Results 
Jack Willey and Pat Hendrickson participated in a conference call. Everything is fine fiscally. Jenny will make a minor 
revision. 
 
New Business 
A letter has been received regarding the Clinton Smoke Detector Project. A copy is attached to these minutes. This 
project will provide smoke detectors free of charge to families with children age 0 to 5. 
Jenny will get more specific information for the Board’s consideration. 
 
There being no further business, Jill adjourned the meeting at 5:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Davidson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


